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1. AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL WAS NOTED WITH PUBLIC EVENTS AND 
MEDIA COVERAGE FAR EXCEEDING USUAL FOURTH OF JULY ANNIVERSARY 
AND IS CONTINUING TO FOCUS ATTENTION ON AMERICAN ACCOMPLISH- 
MENTS AND HISTORY IN HIGHLY POSITIVE MANNER. 

2. PRIME MINISTER WILLIAMS BROKE HIS PIRM RULE OF NOT 
ATTENDING NATIONAL DAY RECEPTIONS AND TOGETHER WITH THE 
GOVERNOR GENERAL AND MANY OTHER WELL-WISHERS CAME TO THE 
OFPICIAL RECEPTION I HOSTED AT THE RESIDENCE IN HONOR OF 

OUR 200TH. 

2. SEPARATELY, THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO - UNITED STATES 
BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE, PORMED OF BOTH TRINIDAD CITIZENS 
AND AMERICAN RESIDENTS TO PROMOTE SPECIAL EVENTS 
THROUGHOUT THIS BICENTENNIAL YEAR, HELD AN ALL-DAY 
FESTIVE PARTY AT THE HILTON HOTEL WHICH MORE THAN A 
THOUSAND PEOPLE ATTENDED DESPITE DRENCHING RAINS. MANY 
MORE DROVE INTO THE CITY FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY TO 
WITNESS BICENTENNIAL FIREWORKS WHICH THE COMMITTEE 
SPONSORED ON PORT OF SPAIN'S CENTRAL SAVANNAH IN THE 
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UNIVERSITY IN MARYLAND HAD BEEN SPONSORED EOR TWO 
APPEARANCES IN READINGS OF BLACK AMERICAN POETRY. 

4. MEDIA TREATMENT OF THE BICENTENNIAL WAS QUITE HEAVY. 

THE MAJOR DAILY PAPER RAN A SPECIAL EIGHT-PAGE SUPPLEMENT 
ON JULY 4 WITH PHOTOGRAPHS, MESSAGES FROM ME AND OTHERS, 
AND SPECIAL ARTICLES ON AMERICANA. THE SUPPLEMENT WAS 
SUPPORTED BY LOCAL ADVERTISERS. A RECORDED RADIO ADDRESS 
WHICH I MADE WAS BROADCAST SEVERAL TIMES DURING THE DAY, 
AND SEVERAL RADIO STATIONS CARRIED SPECIAL PROGRAMS OF 
AMERICAN MUSIC THROUGHOUT THE WEEKENDD. 

5. TELEVISION COVERAGE WAS HIGHLIGHTED BY A THIRTY-MINUTE 
INTERVIEW WITH THE PRIME MINISTER IN RELATION TO THE 
AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL. IN ADDITION, THE SPECIAL TRINIDAD- 
GOVERNMENT SPONSORED WEEKLY TV INTERVIEW SHOW DEVOTED 
THREE SUCCESSIVE WEEKS BEFORE AND AFTER JULY 4 TO HALF- 
HOUR INTERVIEWS WITH AMERICAN EMBASSY OFFICERS, 

BEGINNING WITH THE PAO SPEAKING ABOUT AMERICAN HISTORY 
AND HERITAGE, MOVING ON TO THE DCM DISCUSSING FOREIGN 
POLICY SINCE WORLD WAR II, AND ENDING THIS WEEK WITH 

ONE OF OUR VICE CONSULS DISCUSSING VISAS AND IMMIGRATION. 
LOCAL PRESS AND TV ALSO GAVE SIZEABLE SPACE DURING WEEK 
FOOLLOWING JULY 4 TO REPORTS OF BICENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 

6. IN TWO ADDITIONAL WAYS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO PARTICI- 
PATED OFFICIALLY. WINNING GROUP UNDER ANNUAL VILLAGE 
CULTURAL COMPETITION SPONSORED BY PRIME MINISTER WAS SENT 
TO WASHINGTON UNDER JOINT USATRINIDADIAN OFFICIAL 
SPONSORSHIP FOR PARTICIPATION IN SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE 
FESTIVAL ON THE MALL. DISPATCH OF COAST GUARD DELEGATION 
LED BY COMMANDING OFFICER TO ATTEND INTERNATIONAL NAVAL 
GGCWIEW AND OPERATION SAIL EVENTS IN NEW YORK ALSO CREATED 
PUBLICITY AND RECOGNITION. 

7. WHILE TRINIDAD'S OFFICIAL BOW TO AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL 
LACKED SOME OF THE STATESMANLIKE GESTURES OF MORE 
ESTABLISHED STATES, IT WAS NEVERTHELESS AT A LEVEL QUITE 
NOTEWORTHY HERE AND EVEN MORE SIGNIFICANT IN VIEW OF LOCQH 
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PREOCCUPATION ALMOST TOTALLY WITH IMMINENT NATIONAL 
ELECTIONS. FURTHER SPECIAL EVENTS BY LOCAL BICENTENNIAL 
COMMITTEE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR WILL CONTINUE TO HIGHLIGHT 
AMERICAN ACHIEVEMENTS AND CULTURE. I BELIEVE THE OCCASION 
OF OUR 200TH ANNIVERSARY AS A NATION HAS ENCOURAGED MANY 
TRINIDADIANS TO LOOK AGAIN AT THE POSITIVE HERITAGE 
AMERICA SYMBOLIZES. WE HAVE BEEN FORTUNATE IN THE 
NUMBER OF PROMINENT CITIZENS WHO HAVE INVOLVED THEM- 
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ZICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE. EOR A 

SMALL AND STILL SOMEWHAT DEFENSIVE AND SUSPICIOUS 
LESS-DEVELOPED COUNTRY, I CONSIDER THE RESPONSE HERE 
TO HAVE BEEN GRATIFYING. 
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